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SEE-SAY-WRITE
Method of Teaching
The Cherokee Language

INTRODUCTION

This method of teaching the Cherokee Language is an expansion from the Cherokee Syllabary Workbook by
Durbin Feeling. It will simplify the teaching of Cherokee for the speaker of Cherokee and the non-speaker of
Cherokee. All three major areas of learning are utilized which include Visual (See), Auditory (Say), and Kines-
thetic (Write). However, the teacher should remain flexible to allow for individual differences.

PLAN

Students will be able to improve their ability to speak, read, and write the Cherokee language using the SEk-
Say-WriTE method. The lessons are designed to be presented in eight sessions of ten lessons per session, with
the exception of the eighth session which will have fourteen lessons. At the end of each session there will be
several enrichment activities to be completed in class, or at home if time does not permit. The enrichment
activities that are done at home are to be completed before the next class. Also, a review exercise will be given
at the end of each session to check progress of lessons completed.

At the end of the eighth session, the students should be able to read and write the Cherokee language. They will
have practiced writing each character, and recognizing the sound it represents, combining characters to form
words, and completing all enrichment activities. The entire plan is to use repetition as one way of instilling into
the students’ memory the characters of the syllabary, so they will be able to SEe-Say-WRriTE the Cherokee
language.

Also included are additional lessons to give the students more practice in reading, writing, and speaking the
Cherokee language by employing useful phrases: names of animals, days of the week, months of the year,
counting to ten, and names of communities. A review exercise will follow each session to check progress of
lessons completed. Allow three sessions to complete these lessons.

METHOD

L. Pre-test students: The pre-test will be given at the beginning of the first session. The pre-test is
designed to discover what each student knows about reading and writing the Cherokee language.

II. Cherokee Syllabary Chart: Introduction of the Cherokee syllabary is made at the beginning of the first
session by familiarizing the sounds represented by the characters in each column.

II.  Using the SEe-Say-WriTE Workbook: The workbook will be distributed to each student during the first
session and will be used for all lessons. Allow students to acquaint themselves with the workbook, and
explain to students that they should practice reading, writing, and saying the characters that have already
been learned during previous sessions. Also, there will be several enrichment activities to be completed
following each session.



L. As each new character is introduced, write it at the top of the chalkboard. Repeat with each new
character until all characters in allotted lessons are included. At the end of the session, have
students repeat the characters as a group until all characters have been learned. Also, have
individual students say the characters if time permits. Say the sound of the character as it is
being written, have students write the characters as they say the sound it represents to reinforce
their learning.

ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES

The enrichment activities are designed to motivate and reinforce what has already been learned by giving
students fun things to do. The enrichment activities are based on what was previously taught in class, and will
follow each class session. The enrichment activities are done in class, or as home assignments if time does not
allow. After the completion of all the enrichment activities, the students should be able to recognize, read, and
write the Cherokee language.

The enrichment activities are designed to give the students a variety of word or character recognition.

The enrichment activities include: word search, drills, review exercises, fill in missing letters, matching exer-
cises, word scramble, sentence completion, syllabary exercises, and crossword puzzles. The enrichment activi-
ties will give the students practice in Seeing-Saying-Writing the Cherokee language.

Post TEST

Conduct the post test after the last session is completed. The post test is the same as the pre-test. This is done
to measure progress of lessons learned.

ACTIVITIES

First session: Pre-Test; Lessons 1-10 Enrichment Activities, Review Exercises
Second session: Lessons 11-20; Enrichment Activities, Review Exercises

Third session: Lessons 21-30; Enrichment Activities, Review Exercises

Fourth session: Lessons 31-40; Enrichment Activities, Review Exercises

Fifth session: Lessons 41-50; Enrichment Activities, Review Exercises

Sixth session: Lessons 51-60; Enrichment Activities, Review Exercises
Seventh session: Lessons 61-70; Enrichment Activities, Review Exercises

Eighth session: Lessons 71-84; Enrichment Activities, Review Exercises
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GUIDE To SYLLABARY CHART PRONUNCIATION

The Cherokee syllabary chart is designed to give the students a guide for pronunciation of each syllable by
using the Consonant + Vowel (CV), and the Consonant - Consonant + Vowel (CCV) system of forming the
Cherokee syllables.

On the left side of the chart beginning at line #2 and continuing through line #13, are the consonants (in English
alphabetical order) used in Cherokee speech. At the top of the chart beginning column #1 and continuing
through column #6, are the vowels.

Pronunciation of the Cherokee characters are determined by combining the appropriate consonants found on the
left side of the chart, with the appropriate vowels found across the top of the chart. An example is the Cherokee
word “hello” written with the syllables 6ObA. The first step is to find the character 69 in the chart. It is located
in the first line and in the fourth column. The phonetic spelling for 69 is “0.” The next step is to find the char-
acter b in the chart, which is located in the 11th line, and in the 3rd column. By combining the consonant “s”
with the vowel “i,” we have “si.” The final syllable A is found in line #13, and column #4. We combine the
consonant “y” with the vowel “0” and we have “yo.” The Cherokee word for “hello” can thus be written
syllabically 6ObA, or phonetically “osiyo.” The Cherokee character of a particular sound is always located in

the chart where the consonant and the vowel intersect.

The syllable 0O found in the first cell of line #11 is an exception which stands alone as a consonant. Example
in which the 00 is used in Cherokee words are the words for “five” fc0, “hisgi,” and “ten” cOA S,
pronounced “sgohi.”

Many of the Cherokee syllables have a “soft” and “hard” initial consonantal sounds combining with vowels,
such as “da” and “ta;” “dla” and “tla;” “ga” and “ka;” “ja” and “cha,” etc. Many times these sounds are repre-
sented by the same Cherokee syllabic character such as are found in lines 2, 3, 4, 5, and 7 in the chart. For
instance the words for “winter” in Cherokee can be written “AW” (pronounced gola). The same spelling AW
(pronounced kola) can be used for the word “bone(s).” The only difference being the “soft - g” sound and the
“hard - k” sound. In order to distinguish between the “soft” and the “hard” sounding initial consonant of a
syllable, the reader should refer to the phonetic transcription directly below the syllabic writing.

Lines 10, 12 and 13 are similarly peculiar. Syllables in these lines can be pronounced “na,” “wa,” “ya” etc. Or,
they can have an aspiration (a “breathy” sound) initially with each syllable (hna, hwa, hya), depending on the
context in which it is used.

Example: Traditionally, the Cherokee word for “his room” is written O°Bo0J and pronounced “uyvsdi.” The
same spelling O°Bodd can also mean “strong tasting” when the second syllable is aspirated initially:
“uhyvsdi.” Likewise, as in the case of the “hard” and “soft” sounds, the reader is referred to the phonetic
transcription.
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PRE-TEST

Write the Cherokee word in the space next to its English equivalent.

1. Bird 6dbA 0-si-yo
2. Bread 4M se-lu

3. Corn WMG ta-lu-ja

4, Frog DYARb a-gi-yo-si
5. Horse DO P a-wo-ha-li
6. Eagle SS ga-du

7. Basket L so-gwi-li
8. Potato GGb wa-lo-si
9. I’m hungry S IND ji-s-gwa
10.  Hello 90 nu-na
Notes:
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CHEROKEE SYLLABARY
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ProNUNCIATION GUIDE

The following is a list of the Roman Alphabet used in Cherokee speech: a, ch,d,e, g, h,1,j,k, I, m,n, o, s, t, u,
v, W, y. The consonant sounds are the same as in English. The vowel sounds used in Cherokee speech have
only one sound for each:

a, as in ah 0, as in note
e, as in they u, as in true
1, as in ski v, as in huh

By combining the consonants and vowels listed by lines and columns in the chart, the correct pronunciation for
each Cherokee syllable can be produced.

Example: The pronunciation for G (line 7, column 1) is “ja.” W (line 8, column 1) is “la;” and & (line 4,
column 3) is pronounced “gi” (as the gy” in “buggy™).

Exceptions to the rule that Cherokee syllables are produced by combining consonants and vowels are the
syllables D R T 63 O° i (line 1), and the 0O (line 11, column 1). The characters in line 1 are produced by the
single vowel sounds; and the character 00 is simply an “s” sound.
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Lesson 1 Lesson 2
& &P
& & L &P
su su li su-li
sue lee buzzard
1 & 1. &
su su
sue sue
2. &P
su-li
buzzard
Lesson 3 Lesson 4
ELPL &LPLD
L SLP D DU
da su-da-li a a-da
dah SiX ah wood
L& L. Db
su a-da
wood
2. &P
su-li 2. ELP
buzzard S‘.l'da'h
SIX
3. ELP
su-da-li 3. DE
Six a—h

sweat



PrACTICE WRITING THE SYLLABARY OF PREVIOUS LLESSONS
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Lesson 5 Lesson 6

ELPLDG FLPLDGY
G D& G g gGPr
lo a-su-lo sa sa-lo-li
low pants sah squirrel
. GG 1. Yo

lo-lo sa-sa

locust goose
7. DL 2. D&G

a-da a-su-lo

wood pants
3. &LP 3. DU

su-da-li a-da

six wood

Lesson 7 Lesson 8

SLPLDGUT SPLDGUTO
T TG (] TOL
1 1-sa na 1-na-da
e flour nah snake
1 YUy DT. 1. Uy DOT.

—— sa-sa a-na-i.

A goose it is walking.
A goose is walking.

2. gGP
sa-lo-li
squirrel

3. gr
sa-li

persimmon

Geese they are walking.
Some geese are walking.

TOT.
i-na-i.
We are walking.

D&PD.
a-su-li-a.
He is putting on a pair of pants.



PrACTICE WRITING THE SYLLABARY OF PREVIOUS LLESSONS
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Lesson 9
SPLDGUTOY
J DYo6
gi a-gi-na
gee young animal

1. T DJD ©U.
1-sa a-gi-a sa-sa.
Flour it is eating goose.
A goose is eating flour.

2. TOT.
1-na-i.
We are walking along.

3. Ut DOT.

sa-sa a-na-1.

Geese they are walking.

Geese are walking.

Lesson 10

SPLDGUTOYC

C

thi
hlee

JC
gi-tli
dog

JC DCJYD.

gi-th a-tli-gi-a.

Dog it is having a nightmare.
A dog 1s having a nightmare.

DCGD.
a-tli-lo-a.
He is measuring.

JC DOT.

gi-tli a-na-1.

Dogs they are walking.
Dogs are walking.




PrACTICE WRITING THE SYLLABARY OF PREVIOUS LLESSONS
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PRACTICE
Practice Writing the Cherokee Syllabary

It is not necessary to write them exactly as printed. However, we do want your writing to be legible.

& P ¢ D G v] T © 4 C

su li da a lo sa 1 na gi thi




SYLLABARY RECOGNITION DRILL

Say the sound each character represents individually by going across, down, up, and backward.
Repeat several times. Work on speed.

& I ¢ D




WORD SEARCH

Find the words in the puzzle. Shade the words lightly. After you find each word in the puzzle, circle the word
in the list. The words run across or down.
Lessons 1-10, see page 186.

1. &P 4. D&G 7. TOL
2. ELpr 5. uGr 8. DY©
3. DU 6. TG 9. JC




SYLLABARY REVIEW

Write the Cherokee syllabary in the blanks next to its phonetic equivalent.
Lessons 1-10, see page 193.

1. su 7
2. li L
3. da -
4. a -
5 lo -
6 sa 7
7. 1 L
8 na L
9 gl L
10.  th
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SYLLABARY EQUIVALENTS

Write the Cherokee syllabary equivalent for each word.

Lessons 1-10, see page 194.

1.

10.

a-gi-na
sa-sa
a-su-lo
a-da
a-gi-a
su-li
i-na-da
i-sa
a-na-i

sa-lo-li
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MISSING SYLLABARY

Fill in the blanks with the correct syllabary. See word list.
Lessons 1-10, see page 197.

1. ~ da ~_eT

2. sa li __Cc

3. i-na T6

4. i a vy P

5 na ~__©

6 gi I
Word List

1. i-na-i ELr

2. i-na-da SICI&

3. su-da-li DCYD

4. gili TOT

5. a-tli-gi-a TOL

6. sa-lo-li DOT
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WOoORD MATCH

Write the Cherokee word in the blank next to its English equivalent. Do each part separately.
Lessons 1-10, see page 206.

Part One

l. lo-lo young animal
2. a-da dog

3. su-li flour

4. a-na-i persimmon
5. gi-tli wood

6. 1-sa buzzard

7. sa-lo-1i SiX

8. sa-li locust

9. a-gi-na squirrel

10. su-da-li walking
Part Two

1. goT wood

2. gGr flour

3. JC young animal
4, gr squirrel

5. DU six

6. &P persimmon
7. GG dog

8. TY walking

9. DYO locust

10. &LP buzzard

13



SENTENCE COMPLETION

Fill in the blank(s) with the appropriate word(s) to complete the sentence(s). See word list.
Lessons 1-10, see page 209.

Part One
. TY____ _evuw

2. YC

3, DOT

4. D¥G

5. DYD © YUY
Word List

. DCYD

2. D&PD

3. DYD

4. TY

5. YC

14



WOoORD SCRAMBLE

Unscramble each Cherokee word and write it correctly in the blank spaces. See word list.
Lessons 1-10, see page 210.

Part One

1. da-li-su LOT

2. na-a-gi GDCD
3. i-a-na &GD
4. da-na-i LPE

5. lo-a-tli-a oDy
6. su-lo-a TDO
Word List

1. a-su-lo DOT

2. i-na-da ELr

3. a-gi-na DCGD
4. a-tli-lo-a DY©
5. a-na-i D& G
6. su-da-li TOL

15



MATCHING EXERCISE

For Lessons 1-10, see page 184.

1. flour gGr
2. snake 5P
3. wood DP
4. Six TY
5. buzzard TOL
6. dog (C1C)
7. squirrel JC
8. locust gr
9. persimmon DU
10.  sweat ELr

16

sa-lo-li

su-li

1-sa
1-na-da
lo-lo
gi-tli
sa-li
a-da

su-da-li
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